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.• IDEAL COOPERAGE · : 
~PLING SURVEY OF JULY 16. 1981~ 
BY FCHA FIELD INVESTIGATION TEAM 

.SAMPLE HOS. 

·-tm 8186 
B 0601 

MB 8187 
B 0602 

J 

"flfi 8188 . 
B 0603 · ... ~; 

M8 8189 
8 0604 

MB 8190 
8 0605 

MB 8191 
8 0606 . 

MB 8192 
B 0607 

~-

-~·SAMPLE OESCRI PT I ON 

. . t· . 

~on composite of 3 pts iranediately east 
and north of gutted _building. 2 pts were 

'black and sludge-like, Jrd point was drier 
_.-and of varying color. • 

' ! 

Soil composite of 3 pts along water line 
·of pond within gutted building. Sample 
.:was. very muddy and black.. · 

' 
·· .. Soil composite of S ~pts -adjacent to west 
· ~f line ofs.tacked drums near .cliff. 
. ··nescriptipn of 5 pts: ··~} orange sol ids 

:b) black and muddy·. c) rust colored solids, 
· ~l brown.~nd viscous, e)soil. 

Soil composite· of 4 pts directly south 
·of 2 side-by-si.de trailer vans. Dry 
·.soil and solids of varying colors. 

Soil composite of 4 pts in southwest 
corner of site. Many different colors 
and consistencies. 

Soil composite of 3 pts in southeast corner 
-1:lf site adjacent to site #5. Many different 
~olors and consistencies. 

: 
i 

I 
! 

Soil composite of 4 pts immediately south 
of roofless brick building. Mostly brown 

R~''--~~o. 
MB 8194 
B 0608 

~~;1~ ...• 
Clear water sample from double 4" pipes 
llear railroad crossing sign at New York 
Ave. and railroad tracks. 

MB 8195 
B 0609 

·~ --· 

\\ 
Water sample 15' downstream of 3' concrete 
pipe in stream water. Water was fairly 
clear but bad a scum layer and small oil 
patches on surface. 

. ·. 
;, 
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SITE NO. 

1/ 
12 

13 ~ ) 

• 
SAAPLE NOS. 

"MB -8197 
.. 8 0611 

HB 8198 
B Q612 

HB 8199 
... B 0613 

- _:___.: .- ~.:'\. -- - .. ·---- .· .. :. ---·-· .. -... -... 

Table 1 (Cont'd) ••• 
sAMPLE DESCRIPTION 

. -.Water sample from stream 100'. north ·of 

. _,"£ri e-tackawanna track 20' north of oi 1 
- seep. Stream is Clear hut surface scLDD . 
·is present (both oil and biota). · ·. 

Water sample from .stream 30 yards north of 
·Erie-lackawanna railroad bridge adjacent 
to oil seep. 

- · -Dffsite .f-unning water.· ·Appears similar-·to· 
. · -stream water .between 2 sets of ra i1 road 

·:track.~ . . · 

.... -_ ... ·. . .. -. ~- - .. -. -- . . ·- - ... .. .. --- - .. - . -· - -- .. -- .... - . -~ .• ~ 
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• 
BACKGROUND 

Peter' Cang i a 1 o~ i . 
Sr. Environmental Engr. 
October 27. 1981 

On May s. 198!" the 'fred C. Hart Associates· Field Investigation Teiml ·(FIT) was 
·requested to perfo~m a preliminary inspection and_ ·samp1ing survey at the Ideal 
Cooperage site in Jersey City. New Jersey. In addition. FIT was to deterni.ine 
the outfall of a stream adjacent to the east side of the site \lrtlich was -. 
suspected of bei~g 20ntam~. On May 12. 1981 FIT conducted a prelimin~ry 
survey at the site. On July 16. 1981 a sampling survey was conducted in \lrtlich 
soil and water-samples wer~ taken in order to characterize_site conditions. On 
the same date. a search was undertaken to locate the·eventual outfall of the 
above-ment 1 oned east stream. 

·. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 

The sUe. an inactive drum reconditioning facility lies directly west of a 
double set of Conra·il tracks and_ directly north of an Erie-lackawanna RR track. 
The site location is shown in Figure 1 and a site sketch map is provided in 
Figure 2. The property is bisected by New York Avenue with the southern section 
being the area of most concern. It is in this section that storage and 
recondit:ioning of barre_ls took place. The main reconditioning building was 
gutted by fire approximately 4 years ago. Subsequent fires have caused 
considerable damage to other smaller buildings and equipment including two 
trailer vans. Approximately 3000 mostly emp~y drums. had been stored at the 
site. The drums were both. stacked and strewn over the entire site. 

Ample evidence of spillage of residual chemicals from some of the drums has bee~" .. _____ ./ 

documented by FIT. Generally. the site is in a deteriorating state and is not 
secure. On at least two occasion~ children have been witnessed by-FIT or other 

government agents walking through the site. A more· detailed site description is 
given in the Appendix in a memo dated July 20. 1981 from this writer to Mr. 

Wayne Pierre. 
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: 
I • •• DESCRIPTION OF THE SURROUNDING AREA 

As shown in Figure 1 the site is located at the base of a 90 foot tall cliff 
. . 

which separates a residential neighborhood in Jersey City from a heavily 
industrial and residential area to the east of Jersey City and Hoboken. New 
York Avenue connects the two .areas. The lower industrial area which ldeal 

. . . 
Cooperage is adjacent to. includes ... the passenger terminal of the Erie-lackawanna 
Railroad and-Conrail's repair and t'rei.ght yards along the Hudson River. The · 
western terminal of the Holland Tunnel and heavily traveled Routes 1&9 are also 
located less than a mile away. 

SAMPLING CONDITIONS 
...... -

Sampling by FIT was conducted on July- !6, 1981~ ·Th~ temperature at the time was 
80-85•F and the weather was fair. Soil samples were sent to Rocky Mountain 
Analytkal Laboratory for~g~~ic -A;;;;Y~~~ wat~r samples were sent to Versar . 
for inorganic analysis, and Mead Technology labs performed all organ~c · 
analyses. Soil samples were composites of soil or solid surface material (0-3 ·
inches in depth) from 3-5 points in the same immed~ate vicinity. Sample 
locations are described in Table 1 and shown in Figure 2 •. Analytical· results 
are given in Table 2. 

• 
DISCUSSION OF ANALYTICAL RESULTS 

A review of the analytical data indicates that a wide variety of contaminants 
. are present at the site. Migration of_some of the~e ~ontaminants off-site via 
the east stream has also been established. Elevated levels of polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons, most notably: fluoranthene-1300 ug/g, naphthalene-1000 ug/g, 
beniopyrene-520 ug/g. anthracene-2400 ug/g, flourene-2000 ug/g, isophorone-5600 
ug/g, phenanthrene-2400 ug/g·, and pyrene_-1200 ug/g were found in composite soil 
samples predominantly from the western and southern portions of the property 

(sites 3,4,5 and 6). High levels of PCB's-28 ug/g, phenol-110 ug/g, 
1,1,1-trichloroethane-130 ug/g, and toluene-270 ug/g were also found in the same 
general area. In addition, inorganic analysis indicated high levels of 



. ', -. ~- . \ 

chromium-1800 mg/kg, cad~-48 mg/kg~ lead-2700 mg/kg, a~rsenic-92 mg/kg 
among others in composite soil sam~les over much of the site. Smaller 
concentrations of many other compounds were found throughout the site. This 
wide variety of compounds is to be expected since a large quantity of barrels, 
some of which still contained residual chemicals were processed at the site. 
From observations of the p~eseni conint1on .of the s1te, 1t wou]d be reasonable 
to conclude that waste man~gement practices _Were deficient during .the facility's 
operations. In fact, it w~s .. clearly evide'nt that between the May 5 inspection 

. . . 
and the July 16 sampling suirvey that an inadequate·' attempt was made by the 
company to improve the southern portion (sites 5 and 6) by simply bulldozing the 
area. At this time it is not known whether the drums originally in this area 
were removed or buried. A metal detection instrument employed during the July · · 
16 survey gave·· inconclusive -results concerning .the .presence _of _buded_ drums .Jn _/ .. 
this area. However, it was obvious that spillage originally in_ the area was 
not removed prior to bulldozing··since ·many spots of different color ·solids and 
soils were still clearly apparent •. 

.~. . 

During both surveys at the site, visual imspections indicated that the east 
. . 

stream deteriorated markedly from its source, th,e two pipes near New York 
' . 

Avenue, past the site to where it flowed under the tracks downstream of the 
. . . . . 

. site.". On-site observations by FIT personnel ·indicated that_ oily patc~es (some . / 
_heavy), surface scums, high turbidity, and yellow sludge were present in the ~- _ 

stream but absent immediately -above the site. At ·two points, oil seeping into~-~~ 
the stream from t~ Ideal qoop~e stream bank were documented. rJ;-r \I -..,I r~ il i 

~0 o ~ ~n · (t(l- \ \ . · -
In addition to visual observations, analytical results of the five stream 
samples also show contaminJtion of the stream by the site.· Of. the twenty-nine 
organics found in the streJm sampleS,! only t~- showed higher values upstream of 

I . . . . . . . 

the site (chloroform imd tetrachloroethylene).· All. others were much greater 
downstream indicating that off-site migration· is occurring. Of the twenty-four 
inorganics found in the downstream samples all were found in much greater or 
equal concentrations to those in the upstream sample. Again this indicates 
off-site migration to the stream. Of particular concern is sample No. 80612 
taken at one of the oil seeps to the stream. This sample showned a PCB value of 
234.5 ug/g. This value strongly suggests that PC~ contaminated oil is present ~~ 
at the site and presents a health threat since it is un&on)ained and is already 

leaving the site .. e~ \ \ r~ (\) ~ fl:.}dJ~oUll 

0 
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ACID COMPOUNDS 

2,4.6-tr1chloropheno1 
p-chloro~-cresol 

2-chlorophenol 
2.4-dichlorophenol 
2.4-dimethylphenol ---· .. 

2-nitrophenol 
4-n1tropheno1 ' 
2.4-d1n1trophenol 

' 
. . 

4,6-dinitro-o-cresol ~ 

pentachlorophenol 3.1 ' 
phenol 110 

PESTICIDES 

aldrin 
dieldrin .5 2.2 .06 

chlordane .. ,. -DDT .1J3 . 
404' -DOE 
4.4' -DOD 
Alpha -endosulfan 
Beta.-endosulfan ... 
endosulfan sulfate 
endr1n 

'. 
endrin aldehyde 
heptachlor' .. 
heptachlor epox 1de 
Alpha -BHC 
Peta -BHC 
Gama -BHC 
Delta -BHC ... 

PCB-1242 2.80 5.0° 28.0 5.6° 
PCB-1254 

. ?.RO 5.00 28._0 5.60 
PCB-1221 2.8° 5.00 28.0 5.60 
p.cg.:nJZ 2.8° 5.0° 28.D 5.6° 
·Pcs..:Iz48 2 s0 5.0° 28.0 5.6° 
PC8-=l260 . ? RO 5 0° 28.0 D 5.6o 
PCB-1016 2.80 5.00 28.0 5.60 

Bl.Mk ..SOlteS in.dJ.t.Jte. that. th.e ...chemic&.l . .was not. de.tecUf1. ___ - ·-
Additional comments for this page are on next page. 
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VOLATILES 

Benzene .Olk 
Carbon Tetrachloride 

. Ch lorobenzene · -.os 
1,2-01chloroethane 12.0 130 
1,l,l·Tr1chloroethane .0 

1,1-D1chloroethane . 
1,1i2-Trichloroethane 
1,1,2,2-Tetrachloroethane 
Chlorpethane 
Its (ch loromethyl)ether 

li6~~of~~~~ v1n11 _2. ---·- ·--. - .. 

Ollorofor11 lit 
1,1-dichloroethylene 46 
6 2-,rans- ' .. • . '0 

lch oroethylene . . 
l .. 

1,2-d1chloropropane. 

lt3j01~h1~roprop~leny , -0 ch oropro ene 0. 

' 
Ethyl benzene 1k ' 2.4 .86 11.0. 21 
rs\h~lene Chlor1r . c oromethane 0 ... 1.0 .o2c 4.0 4.~ .02 

~thll ChloridJ hl romethane 1.9 

~t~yl bromfde h oromethane) 

~T~~g~methane) -
Jromod1ch1or~thane 

fr1chlorofluoromethane 7 6 57 
D1thlorod1fluoromethane .. ·- .. 

D1bromochloromethane . 
Tetrachloroethylene 01 
Toluene 

1.? 2 .. 6 42 89.0 270 . 
Trichloroethylene .02 lk 

I 

Vinyl chloride 
Acrolein 
Acrylonitrile 

Blank spaces 1ndtcate that the chemical was not detected. 
k - Actual value, within the limits of this method, is less than the value given 
• - less than 10 ug/1 

Comments for preceding page: 
.k- Actual value. within the limits of this method, 1s less than the value given. 
o ~ Sample contains a mixture of PCB's. Identification of the exact PCB's comprising 

this mixture is not possible. The conc.of PCB's in the sample has been estimated using 
those peaks COJIJTX)n to 1016 and 1260. 
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BASE NEUTRAl ~CTABLES 

• 
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SA.Ii?LE NUMBER 

Blank spaces indicate that the chemical was not detected 
* less than 10 ug/1 
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ACID CC»4POUNDS ·l • 
z.c.6-tric~loropheno1 .. 

-
p-thloro-m•cresol . " 
2-chlorophenol . 
2.4-dichlorophenol 
2.4-dimethylphenol 
2-n1trophenol 
4-nitrophenol 
2.4-dinitrophenol 
4 ,6-d1n1 tro-o•cresol ··t -
pentachlorophenol 
phenol I 

.. 
* 

PESTICIDES l 
I 

' 
11ldrin . ' 

dieldrin . 
'hlordane 

•••• -DDT 
4.4' -DDE ; -
4,4' · -DDD 

I 

Alpha -end9sulfan 
•Be.ta -endosulfan - ' 

endosulfan sulfate. 
tw~dr1n i 

I 

i 
I 

endr1n aldeh)'de I 
heptachlor· 
heptachlor epoxide 
Alpha -BHC 
Beta -BHC 
Gama -BHC 

"Delta -BHC 
PCB-1242 
PCB-1254 

-
PCB-1221 
PCB-1232 
PCB-1248 ~34.5~1A" 
PCB-1260 
PCB-1016 I 

Blank spaces indicate that the chemfcal was not detected. 
* -less than 10 ug/1 

·~Presence of PCB confirned by GC/M$ . 
I ·-. : . ~ · ...• :~' .. ·_. : ~-.,· .-... . - •.• .. 
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• SAMPLE HLM3ER 

VOLATILES 

Benzene ' • 
Carbon Tetrachloride 
Chlor~bef"'nne --·- .. 

1.2-D1chloroethane 
1.1.1-Tr1chloroethane 

~7 138 21 
1.1-D1chloroethane 38 38 30 
1.1.2-Trichloroethane 
1,1.z.2-Tetrachloroethane 
Chloroethane • • 
Bts (chloromethyl)ether ; 

~~~hloroyth~J vinyl et er (m :&e 

Ollorofor11 33 16 12 lZ * 
1.1-dichloroethylene 

~!2-\rans-fch oroethylene * 180 280 220 100 
1.2-dichloropropane 

ft3-D1~hlyropropy1enf ,3-D ch oropropene 
Ethyl benzene • • 
?8'h~lene Chlor11e c oromethane • .. 
~thyl Chlor1d~ ( hlorornethane 

.~t~yl bromide) ( h oromethane 

fromofor• r1 bromome thane) 
Jromod1chloromethane * 
Trichlorofluoromethane 
D1chlorod1fluoromethane 
D1bromochloromethane 
Tetrachloroethylene 26 12 * 14 
Toluene 160 60 
~ . 

Trichloroethylene * * * * 
Vinyl chloride 52 100 63 30. 
Acroletn · 
Acrylonitrile 

Blank spaces indicate that the chemical was not detected • 
* - less than 10 ug/1 
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NewJersey e • • • 
Hazardous Waste News 

UNIQUE SOLUTION FOR 
JERSEY CITY'S MAJOR 
HAZARDOUS PROBLEMS 

Like other northern NJ cities, Jersey 
City has serious hazardous waste problems. 
They range from trash littering vacant lots 
to drum dwnps oozing paint thinner to 
mountaim of toxic trash in the PJP 
Landfill on the banks of the Hackensack' 
River. 

But Jersey City also has a unique re
source for fighting hazardous waste prob
lems - a Task Force On Hazardous Wastes 
that has forced the cleanup of some 90 

·sites in the past 18 months. 
What's most remarkable is that Jersey 

City's Task force is made up of a single 
individual. His name is. Earl Zela Aldredge, · 
but everyone calls him Tex. Tex Aldredge 
walks with a cane, talks with a Texas 
drawl, chews tobacco, doesn't drive n car,· 
never finished high school, refers to him
self as a "redneck" - and has won 14 of 
the 15 hazardous waste cases he has 
brought to court. The 15th is still pen
ding before the judge and Tex Aldredge 
predicts he'll win that one. "When I go to 
court, I prove my case beyond a shadow of 
a doubt," he drawls. "I present full docu
mentary evidence, including photographs, 
and when I'm through the judge can only 
reach one conclusion - guilty as charged." 

One of the major weapons that Tex 
Aldredge uses to force cleanup is S-412, 
Jersey City's municipal hazardous waste 
ordinance. (See story about S-412 else
where in this issue.) 

At 28, Tex Aldredge doesn't fit into 
any standard categories. He grew up in 
Port Neches, Texas, left school early (he 
later passed a high school equivalency 
exam), and became a locksmith. About 10 
years ago he moved to the New York-New 
Jersey area, set tied in Hoboken, then 
moved to Jersey City. He became fesci
nated with urban blig·ht - the physical 
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deterioration of the cities. Then he turned but ft went downhill when he started In addition to tens of drum dumps like 
his attention to one aspect of urban putting 60 or more hours a week intc•: those described above, Tex Aldr_edge goes 
blight: hazardous wastes. tracking down polluters; just last month he, after violators of the Federal Water Pollu-

Tex walks everywhere he goes. He es- began earning $7000 per year as 8 part-\ tion Control Act which states that anyone 
tirnates he walks 30 to 35 miles a day. time employee of the city.) 1 dwnping into surface waters must apply for 
Shrapnel in one knee caused nerve damage Some .typical cases that Tex Aldredge a pennit. 
so he walks with a cane, but that doesn't has taken on include: Tex Aldredge investigated the Jersey 
slow him down. Ideal Cooperage at 3 New York Aven- Smelting. Co., found they had an evapora-

In May, 1980, Tex Aldredge became ue: This former drum-reconditioning facility tion pit into which they dumped liquid 
disgusted with the .hazardous was_te had hazardous chemicals spread all over its wastes containing high levels of lead. 
problem. Nothing was bemg d~ne about I~, 5-acre ~ite, 1000 feet from a mejor hospi-, They . had n? p~nnit; he convinced them 
so he decided he'd do somethmg about .It . tal. SOil samples on the site revealed lead they were Vlolatmg the law; they changed 
himself. He -appr.oached Jersey City's at 2700 ppm (parts per million), arsenic at: their processes and quit d~ping into the 
then-mayor, Thomas F.X. Smith, and ex- 100 ppm, chromium at 1800 ppm; isophorone' pit. . . . 
plained what he wanted to do. Tommy at 5600 ppm. · · lsophorone is one of the! · Ideal Cooperage was . dumpmg wastes 
Smith gave him authority to act on behalf most toxic members of a class of compounds into a ditch that flowed. mto the Hudson 
of the Mayor's office and Tex Aldredge called ketones; it is chiefly a kidney River. They had no penmt.. Tex Aldre?ge 
was in business. Within a few weeks he poison. · convinced them to stop the illegal practice. 
had been issued a gold badge, which he The "12th & Monmouth Site" - where _ 
carries today, indicating he's a city sanita- th~ site owners (Conrail, the Lehigh Valley' i'Eighty percent of all cases can be 
tion inspector. "We didn't need to_ create -~''·'::..-Railroad and the Erie Lackawanna Railroad) 1

1 

solved administratively," says Aldredge, 
any new authority. The authority already ·had let 236 b~rrels lie in the dirt. The I meaning without court acti~n. ''You'"·e sin~-
exists in every community," .says Aldredge. barrels contai~ed phen.ols, toluene and 

1 

ply got to gather the ~1dence, make 1t 
"What we had to do was decide to act." . methylene chloride, all highly toxic organic I clear that you're armed w1th the facts, and 

The mayor's office and, later, the City compounds. Tex Aldredge took the land-! that you're serious. ·.. Most people don't 
Council, created a Hazardous Waste Task owners to court and got a guilty verdict. want a court fight, especially one t~ey 
Force - an unofficial body acting on be- . • . . have good reason to believe they're gomg 
half of the city without any city funds - .The 4.5-acre site beneath the NJ Turnpike to lose." 
and Tex began roaming the streets, taking was then ,~le~n~d up. . . " 
careful notes,· photographing what he saw Th~ Origmal Turnpike Dump. ~Ite -
with one of two Brownie cameras he carries Commumpaw .Ave., and 20~ Pacific. Ave. 
with him always. ("Anyone who documen~s H~re 60 cubic yards of . soil, co~tamma~ed. 
these things with a 35 millimeter camera IS w~th water-soluble organ.Ic clearung fluids, 
8 fool," he says. 'l'foo expensive, too hea- had. ~o be remove.d. Zmc wastes at 200 

d not necessary.") Pacific Ave; remam to be cleaned up but 
vy, aF~or six months Aldredge gatt.erecl evi- Tex Aldredge .is pursuing the matter and 
dence. Then in December of 198~ he is- expe~ts ca_nplete cle~up to occ;.ur. . 
sued his first citations - summomng law- 'I'urnpike J?wnP S1te No. 5 - A Site 
b kers to appear in court and answe1· near the turnpike at Grand St.,. owned by 
c~~~ges. He prepared the charges ~irnself Conrail, by the Lehigh V~ey Railroad and 
in devastating detail. He had evidence by Central Jersey. I.ndustri~s. More than 
from land records from tax records, from 100 drwns were VISible, With an unknown 
interviews, from 'federal water pollution numb~r buried in the ground. The barrels 
permits, and he had ·photographs. . He contamed .dyestuffs.. ~e proper~y owners 
writes his notes by. hand - his typewnter ar~ survey~1ng the Situation now, m prepar-
broke and he hasn't been able to afford to at10n for cleanup. 
have it repaired. (For the first 18 montr,s, 
he earned a dollar a year from. Jer~ey 
City; his locksmith business keot hm1 alive. 

New Jersey Haz udoua Waste Ne~n 
Enviromnental Research Foundation 

· 29 Pine Knoll Drive 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 
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Ideal Cooperage·roc. 1982 Aug 12 

Jersey City Planning Board Cal. #Site Plan 27-82 App:Brinke Tranportation 
Jersey Planning Board Meeting of Aug. 12,1982 

.. 
Member p A '( N A NOtes 
McCann 
Jeffers v ' ' ' 
Avagliano v -
·sheehan v 
6rom1 rs_k1 , 

.. Scibetta 
.· Warl 'ikOWSk1 v 
·.: Lbrenzo 

Crisomalis 
= _l.)ackson v 

Battle 
Martini 

........ . . . . 

Attorney for Board Attorney for App 1 -,------,.-.,.--.,__,..-.__,...,...,.......,.....-.-..,...,...,...,......,...,...,_,_,...,..,_,_..,...,..,_-..,...,...,...,..,.--

Rep of URD 

Wittnesses 

-
;_.,, 
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HAZARVOUS WASTE TASK FORCE 

CITY HALL, JERSEY CITY, N.J. 07302 

( J. a v s· Lf 7- 1.f 7 7 6 
REPORT 

in re: Ideal Cooperage lnc o 3 NetT York Ave 

EARL Z::LA TEX ALDREDGE 
DIRECTOR 

_July 15 91982 

On this date I received notification that last night two Jersey City police 
officers· ru."rested MroPascale aka as Monck for dumping of toic waste on ~:i,e\r<i 
York AveoMyself. and MroTed Metzer arid P.ro J"oe Buttich of the Division of 
Waste Management of.the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

·check the drums they were all empties transported- from the lower section of t:::-tc 
property as part o~·the preprations for the decontamination of the property 
by the prosective purchaser oThe purchaser intends according to Frank Mo 
CUlloo the real estate·broker harideling the sale to decontaiminate the property 
and build a trucking terminal on ito 

IDur goal ia an euiranmentuliy sufe ~fammu~itg 



Ideal Cooperage 
Jersey City, Ne1·1 Jersey 

(. • 
Inactive drum reconditioner with approximately 3000 drums (mostly empty). 
Main reconditioning building destroyed by fire in 1977-78. City of Jersey 
City is pursuing action against the owner George Monck for violation of 
local ordinances. There is extensive soil contamination and runoff 
into adjacent drainage ditch~ · 

August 27, 1980 

February 24, 1981 

~arch, 1981 

April 28, 1981 

.h:ty 1' 1Q21, 

Site inspection by S&A revealling 
: contaminated soi 1 and runoff. 

-::::-.. 

Site inspection by Water Permits Branch 
revealling severe chemical odors and 
possible buried drums. 

Site inspection by Hazarnou$ Waste 
Unit confinning S&A obsenrations. · 

FIT tasked to sample contaminated soil 
and leachate runoff and to conduct a 
metal detection survey to locate any 
buried drum deposits . 

B*fl9Ct Fe:f3Brt sf s~liHg ena fl!re:tysii..ii 
c~Qwetea a~ Ideal Cuoperag&. 

FIT sam-pll.nd *&ur"~'f · c.onc:\vc.te.J. 'cc.-t :tdeCl\ 
Coover a~ e.. r •T TeCJI'1'\ Dhser11~~ e"id4i1 ~·e o t 
dru"" remoV~ cul~ bull do'2i ni o~ sov+hern 
por+iot\ 0~ rite. uttitl'l.o.tc. c\ilpor.J tJ~ dvllmt' 

untl?own. 

:rceQ.! Coo~ef'Q~ yro-per--\-'1 oraere«i ~encecL 
a"l porte~ \,'1 ,.-.Ill' IS• ~uA$1 bA.vls o ~ 
'S'erN1 C'lt'1. 

F rT +-·, n,J. samp!i n~ s~rv~'f ~tpor+ re~et'it e:J 
b'1 I:'P,lq, ~~or+ li\~\U~L-\-ecL ~oil unfQ,.,,,oct-~~, 

on4 c~ -( l+e I?'\ I ~rJtl n o-t C.lliDmil'l•tfft "''t:t 
.lrc.cin.u ~;"-~ l pta :r ~ ~l.f • .r fP~ lrAI~~+e,.~t•,.,pl~) 
0 Jl.- ·· · , II" OS \I 111 T'l CM\ ~ -r:::- · r r? .- , nt~n; c , : ·u ::-



. • CI1Y OF JERSEY CI1Y • 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM 
DATE: ~ If; lfBI 

·TO: q.v'~ _d ~ ~ 
FROM, ;w.~ ~ ~ lr~f-/IJ~ I H~ waiZ- Truk ~ 
S 

AJY j i /'YJ e d a f -f'i cle tf;IJ ef!l € rrc rs Ane/ /)1 t 'S' ,j'Q .,.ehJel')tr 
rl'ln+ea eG '"!'iff/ . UBJECT: I"' n • J /) 

/. J..JtJ f)IJt'Sreftt... -1~6-t fJ.,ereJSa!JOt:~d,l'tlbt:~lifly cft:tn t!Xf'/osl;,/>. 

~- ri- $1'ttf"ed -rha.t 
1~ M ·,ttu'e d7 c.hen?ic41s qpfet!lr -~'"be rvnn1~ 

-Fro,.,., +I. e. sire ,;, ro -t ~ e H ud s tUl N t"v e r JJ . -:_:; 

J. ~ t t&~ted -that rt:-rAe sire 1$ /'n()de.rqr/y coAt'omtht:rted. 

'f. J o, e -ttJaly s "fa-ted -I"J, e tr The "nly -lea, .Z:. hatH /s of J .. ,-r we da 
f) tJ1 k fltJW 41/ r/,e T.:u.ts abov+ -tl.e f/te . Sa .L da nat knDW 

ff if;J,ere caviJ he a11 ifltel'<~cf'tdn q/1'1oll_9 -the G/,e,.,,cals- a11 

-t l,e ~ire. BtJt IJ S" I r '1/'f'ea /' $' t~ ef'e •s "II r a trltj.{r ciJ ql) ·~ 
"1' 4'1'» ex plo lt4n ",. -Fire. · 

5. If ~ (7lh' ~ 1 "'"7 ~ ~ d.;.-1 ~ 
G.~~ ;ziA; ,r~ ~ ::lL.,. f.i.IL Jtf,.._ a-~ "/ftJtJ. 

7.~~ Z!J' ~~~~~~~;:zz$_ 
~ ~iX~;t/;<;t ~~k~~· 

~.k~/4-v ~ d_.~cJ2~~~A---~J P--~J 
1.J-~ t/y~ d':.-~~§i~~.i;. 
~:£::~1~~~~~-z. 

SAVE TIME- ANSWER ON THIS· PAGE 

\ 



• • DYE TEST RESULTS 

In addition to performing a sampling survey, TOO 02-8104-06 also requested FIT 

to determine the final outfall of the contaminated stream. The east stream 

extends beyond the Erie-Lackawanna Railroad overpass but has no discernible 
. . . . . 

outlet. A dye test performed on August 18,- 1981 substantiated-that the stream 

flows under the western roost track of the dou.ble tracks, then flows south 
I 

between the tracks and surfaces in a small depression under the overpass. The · . . . I 
dye was not detected beyond this point. later consultations· with the Jersey~-. 
City Engineering Department and Conrail veri~ied that drainage from the · 

depression continues between the tracks for approxima~ely 500 feet to a storm 
sewer at Hoboken Avenue;- -The··sewer· then continues -east-on Hoboken -Avenue_ and __ . .:..... __ _:_ . 

turns south onto Jersey Avenue and ultimately to the Hudson River just upstream 
of the Holland Tunnel. The approximate length of the ·sewer .is _1.2 ,;.iles. v 

. . ·• 
During discussions with Mr. Neil Ferrone, the Conrai_l track supervisor ·in this 
area, he related that personnel under his direction occasionally were .required 

. : ~ . 
. to unplug the drainage between the tracks. During this work it is highl.v~ . . 

probable that these men would come in direct cont~ct _with the.contaminated.~ ~ ~ 
~Ferrone_ was subsequently. warned .of thh dan§ei'7 . :;:::;:;// J4, I)~ 

-.-..... .' 

STATUS OF LOCAL AND STATE INVO~VEMENT 

I 
.. I 

In Court Docket No. I-231, the Municipal Court of UerseyCity has ordered that 

Ideal Cooperage freeze all of its operations. associated with hazardous 

materials •. In addition, recorrmendations ar~ preseptly being made. to the Judge ~\JJ!-
presiding over the case to have the property.fence~ and posted and to order~~~ 

I . . 
additional water, soil, and air sampling. There have been no actions taken by 

the state at this time. 

:"'•7• ~.-_ .. - ·" •. : " ... • 
·. --~ .. - ·-~::'T"'• ---~-. '"':"" .. ·'-· : ·'t' - -~- •.. ·.·-. --.- · .... ~.;·.: .... ·- --- - - -... .... '':' .... 
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